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Understanding cases of averted allows officials
and researchers the ability to study where
violence reduction principals worked and
stopped an attack from moving from idea to
action. This study included 67 averted attacks
occurring from 2006 to 2018. The report
stresses the importance of identifying risk
factors like bullying, access to a firearms, and
grievances prior to criminal action.
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KEY FINDINGS

Preventing attacks depends 
on those seeing warning 

signs coming forward and 
sharing their concerns prior 
to behaviors that cross over 

into criminal actions. 

Students are often in the 
best position to identify 

concerns with their peers. 
There should be focused 
efforts on encouraging 

sharing of concerns and 
reducing the stigma behind 

reporting. 

Many of the attackers had 
unrestricted access to 

firearms, particularly within 
their home. Even when 

secured, attackers pried 
open gun safes, found the 

key or stole them when left 
out. 
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PLANNING THE ATTACK
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HAVE AN ACTION PLAN
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TIME OF YEAR
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CHARECTERISTICS OF THE PLOTTERS
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For half of the plotters (n = 21, 49%), these communications illustrated 
their fascination with violent acts, homicide, weapons, and ideologies 
and beliefs that are often associated with violence. 
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